to the whole church of God : present that which belongs
to the understanding, to that faculty, and the under-
standing is not presently settled in it ; present any of the
prophecies made in the captivity, and a Jew's under-
standing takes them for deliverances from Babylon,
and a Christian's understanding takes them for deliver-
ances from sin and death, by the Messias Christ Jesus;
present any of the prophecies of the Revelation concern-
ing antichrist, and a papist will understand it of a
single, and momentane, and transitory man, that must
last but three years and a half; and a protestant may
understand it of a succession of men, that have lasted
so one thousand years already : present but the name of
bishop or of elder, out of the Acts of the Apostles, or
their epistles, and other men will take it for a name of
equality, and parity, and we for a riame and office of
distinction in the hierarchy of God's church. Thus it

is in the understanding that is often perplexed ; consider
f
the other faculty, the will of man, by those bitternesses

which have passed between the Jesuits and the
Dominicans, (amongst other things belonging to the will)
whether the same proportion of *grace, offered to mes
alike disposed, must necessarily work alike upon both
their wills ? And amongst persons nearer to us,